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Black, Gladys. 1992. Iowa Birdlife. Published for the Nature
Conservancy by the University of Iowa Press, Iowa city, IA.
$34.95 hard cover, $15.95 paper.
This book is a compilation of 100 of the articles that were
published in the Des Moines Register from 1982 to 1992. The profits
from the sale of the book will support Conservancy projects to
protect and preserve the Iowa bird habitats described in the book.
The author's locale is Pleasantville, a small town southeast
of Des Moines in the area around Lake Red Rock, which is between
Pella and Knoxville. She has made bird observations every day for
35 years. Through her articles, talks, and field trips, she has
done more than anyone else in Iowa to bring the science of
ornithology to lay persons. In 1956 she became active in the Iowa
Ornithological Union. She is a licensed bird bander.
Every birder will find interesting facts in the book, and some
may gain new knowledge. The charm lies in the way she tells how and
where she saw a bird and found its nest. She includes the type of
habitat, food preferences, the height of the nest above the ground,
its composition, the number and appearance of the eggs, and length
of incubation. She also relates incidents surrounding some of her
bird sightings. One time, she nursed a starving Snowy Owl back to
health.
--- Hazel Scheiber, 913 F Street # 2, Lincoln, NE 68508
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